INBOUND

TOUR OPERATOR
WITHIN THE BRITISH ISLES AND EUROPE

PATHFINDERS IS ONE OF BRITAIN’S MOST
TRUSTED AND EXPERIENCED TOUR
OPERATORS.
We specialise in providing a full range of travel services
for groups and individuals wishing to visit Britain and
Continental Europe.
As a third-generation business, we pride ourselves on our
long and successful trading history, not to mention the
many satisfied customers who have travelled with us.
Most of the tours we operate are custom made, designed
and priced in close co-operation with you and your
clients. Our highly professional team of travel consultants
takes every care to ensure that all travel arrangements
are precisely tailored to your requirements.
As part of our free planning and consultation service,
we are able to provide practical advice, information and
recommendations on travel throughout the European
continent.
Our goal is to provide a first-class reliable and value for
money travel service for all those with whom we do
business. Through our commitment to these values, we
hope to build a strong long-term relationship with our
clients founded on honesty and integrity. The fact that we
have many repeat clients who come back to us year after
year is proof of our success.

SPECIAL INTEREST TRAVEL
We have many years’ experience of operating a broad
range of special interest tours. Special interest travel
encompasses an incredible variety of destinations and
themes. Although some might be one-offs, the tours
generally fall into a number of regularly requested
categories outlined below. In most cases, we are able to
offer individual expertise.
The following are among some of the most requested
types of tours we operate:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

GARDEN & HORTICULTURAL
MUSIC & CHORAL
LITERATURE, CULTURE & HISTORY
RELIGION & PILGRIMAGE
STUDY & EDUCATION
HOBBIES & CRAFTS
AGRICULTURE
FAMILY GROUPS & REUNIONS

Our purpose is to achieve the highest possible standards in the field of
customised and special interest tour operating, in the process meeting
and exceeding our customers’ expectations; we strive for consistently
creative tour-planning, harnessing our skills, experience and outstanding
knowledge of travel within the British Isles and Europe.

HOW TO CONTACT US

WHERE WE OPERATE

VALUE FOR MONEY

Our head office is located in

Anywhere in Britain, Ireland

We can tailor our tours to suit all

Cheltenham, the heart of the

and Continental Europe. Our

budgets. We negotiate hard with

Cotswolds. We operate a 24-hour

multi-lingual team of tour

our suppliers to offer you the best

emergency line and can be reached

co-ordinators have a wealth of

possible value for money. We don’t

out of office hours day or night.

experience of most major

like to cut corners and will provide

European countries.

you with an honest assessment

0845 600 700

of what is available at the desired

US TOLL FREE: 1-877 7536 386

target budget.

INDEPENDENT TRAVELLERS

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

Pathfinders can also provide individual (FIT) travel

We are a fully accredited and licensed tour opera-

services consisting of luxury hotel accommodation,

tor. With over 70 years of continuous trading you

specially prepared, off-the-beaten-track itineraries and

can be assured your clients are in good hands.

private guided tours using modern A/C vehicles and
driver-guides with expert knowledge.

MUSIC & CHORAL

OF ALL OF THE ARTS, MUSIC IS THE ONE
WITH GREATEST TRAVEL POTENTIAL.
It offers performers the possibility of playing or singing in
some of the world’s finest and most famous cultural
capitals, as well as the opportunity to participate in or
simply attend some of Europe’s most prestigious music
festivals and celebrations.

PERFORMANCE TOURS

CHOIR FESTIVALS

Pathfinders has specialised in tours for choirs, marching

YOUNG PRAGUE.

ST PATRICKS FESTIVAL

bands and orchestras since our earliest days. Our long

Established in 2003, this event has become a popular

A world-famous celebration of all thing Irish in Dublin.

experience of providing tour arrangements for

venue for young people aged 8 - 26 who have an active

The keenly anticipated festival parade provides unique

performing groups has taught us that they enjoy a mix of

interest in music and choral singing. Participants from all

showcase for the performing arts, in particular marching

cultural centres along with smaller venues with a more

over the world have a chance to show off their talent and

bands, with thousands lining the streets to cheer

intimate feel.

skill,

performers on.

Many like to link up with a host choir or band or a

INTERNATIONAL EISTEDDFOD, LLANGOLLEN.

YOUTH MUSIC EXPERIENCES

like-minded school or college which may help to keep

With a history dating back over 100 years, Llangollen

Workshops provide a fun and interactive way to enhance

prices down by providing hospitality and will also

International Eisteddfod is a world-renowned festival of

a performance tour programme. These can take place for

generate a bigger audience.

music, song and dance. Competitors from more than fifty

example in London’s West End, providing the opportunity

countries come together for one week to perform and

to explore how a musical is written or to recreate scenes

compete.

from a well-known production. This can be combined

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

PERFORMANCE VENUE SELECTION
CONCERT PROMOTIONS
INSTRUMENT HIRE & HANDLING
FESTIVAL SELECTION & REGISTRATION
GUIDES & SPECIALIST MUSIC KNOWLEDGE
REHEARSAL VENUES
WORKSHOPS & MASTERCLASSES

with music-themed visits such as the British Music
SUMMA CUM LAUDE, INTERNATIONAL YOUTH AND

Experience in Liverpool, where state of the art effects

MUSIC FESTIVAL

brings popular music genres to life, to outdoor

Vienna is a world-renowned city of music. The great

performance opportunities at venues such as Euro Disney

masters of the classical era lived and worked there. In

or Warwick Castle.

more than thirty years since its inception, thousands of
young talented musicians have visited Vienna and
participated in the festival, enjoying the many cultural
activities on offer.

LITERATURE, CULTURE

LITERARY TOURS

TV/FILM LOCATIONS

The idea of the literary pilgrimage is tried and tested. It

& HISTORY

The burgeoning popularity of dramatisations on film
and TV of famous literary works has provided the
catalyst for tours based around the filming locations.
Here are just a few:

appeals to readers of books of all kinds and also to very
substantial audiences generated by the showing of film
and TV adaptations of well-known novels.
A literary tour can be based around a single author, such

THE HAY FESTIVAL

ALNWICK CASTLE, NORTHUMBERLAND

as Jane Austen with visits planned not only to places

For 25 years the Hay Festival has brought together writers

Family seat of the Dukes of Northumberland. Used for

where the author lived and worked but also to sites which

from around the world to debate and share stories at the

the exterior scenes in Harry Potter movies such as the

feature in the novels.

festival in Hay-on-Wye, amidst the staggering beauty of

Quidditch match and the broomstick flying lessons.

the Welsh borders

Another way is to cast the net a little wider and focus on

HIGHCLERE CASTLE NEAR, NEAR NEWBURY

EUROPE’S RICH CULTURAL HERITAGE HAS BEEN

a particular literary movement or genre – for instance

EXPORTED WORLDWIDE AND IT IS NOT SUR-

the romantic poets of England’s Lake District or Virginia

PRISING VISITORS FROM ABROAD TRAVEL HERE

Woolf and the Bloomsbury Group.

WISHING TO EXPERIENCE IT FIRST-HAND.

Children’s authors too, and the places featured in their

the original house was recorded in the Domesday

books, can make a very enjoyable itinerary – Lewis Carroll

Book. The recent series of Downton Abbey was filmed

A wealth of superb historic and modern buildings, art
treasures, world class museums and galleries form the
basis of countless touring opportunities for travellers
interested in the arts, history and culture.
Literary clubs, museums, historical societies and alumni
associations are just some of the typical organisations for
whom we have operated cultural programmes

and J.K Rowling are just two who spring to mind.
Further exciting tour opportunities are provided by the
journeys – real or imagined- taken by great writers, such
as Boswell & Jonson in the Western Isles of Scotland, Henry James’ ‘Little Tour of France’ or Chaucer’s Canterbury
Tales.

This country house in the Jacobean style, with a park
designed by Capability Brown, has been home to the
Carnarvon family since 1679. Built on an ancient site,

JANE AUSTEN FESTIVAL
Now in its 20th year, the festival is an international 10-day
celebration of all things related to the works of Jane Austen, including a Regency Costumed Parade and Country
Dance, and of course many talks about the novels themselves. The event takes place every September in the
beautiful Georgian city of Bath

here.
LYME REGIS, DORSET
This unspoilt and historic fishing port featured in the
1981 production of ‘The French Lieutenants Women’,
based on the novel of the same name by John Fowles,
a resident of the town himself.

GARDEN & HORTICULTURE

•
•
•
•
•

GUIDES WITH EXPERT HORTICULTURAL
KNOWLEDGE
IN-DEPTH KNOWLEDGE OF PUBLIC GARDENS
THROUGHOUT EUROPE
VISITS TO LIMITED ACCESS PRIVATE
GARDENS
TALKS AND LECTURES BY LEADING GARDEN
FIGURES (SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY)

Garden tours sometimes concentrate on particular
aspects of gardening such as garden design or indeed a
single flower species and often tie these into horticultural

HORTICULTURAL TOURS THROUGHOUT
BRITAIN AND EUROPE.

built on the narrowest part of the Saint-Jean-Cap-Ferrat

of the most favourable growing conditions. Top gardens

promontory; this sumptuous palazzo is set among seven

to visit there include Powerscourt and Mount Usher in Co

magnificent themed gardens.

Wicklow and Garinish Island in Bantry Bay.
Italy has some of the best gardens in Europe and a
Holland and Belgium combine to make an attractive

typical tour here would combine the great gardens of the

garden tour destination. Of course, the Spring bulbs are

northern Italian lakes such as Isola Bella and Isola Madre

a wonderful attraction and both countries have some of

on Lake Maggiore and Villas Melzi and Carlotta on Lake

the finest nurseries on the continent.

Como with the Renaissance cities of Verona, Venice,
Florence and Rome.

famous examples.

place in Britain.
The Chelsea Flower Show and The Hampton Court Palace

garden clubs and specialist tour operators. The tours vary

are first-class events taking place all over the country.

specialist skills.

which with its mild, moist Atlantic climate enjoys some

Some of the most famous flower shows in the world take

Show are all well known but throughout the year there

this sector means that we can provide a range of

Another great garden is the Villa Ephrussi de Rothschild,

Het Loo Palace in Apeldoorn and Keukenhof with its

We have operated these tours for botanical societies,
in length and location but our unrivalled knowledge of

Some of the best gardens in Europe are found in Ireland,

events or exhibitions.

OVER MANY YEARS PATHFINDERS HAVE
ARRANGED NUMEROUS GARDEN AND

EUROPE’S FINEST GARDENS

spectacular spring displays of tulips are perhaps the most

BEST OF BRITISH…
Britain has many fantastic gardens, but here are just

In contrast, the South of France, especially the Riviera, has

three classics that deserve a special mention: Sissinghurst

many famous gardens where low rainfall and long hours

Castle Garden, romantic and historic, one of the world’s

of sunshine mean a whole range of plants not familiar in

most famous gardens; Bodnant Garden, a world-class

more northerly areas is grown.

garden nestling in the Snowdonian foothills of North
Wales; Inverewe Garden, a unique botanical garden

La Serre De La Madone in Menton, designed by Lawrence

where rare species thrive as the Gulf Stream meets the

Johnston the creator of Hidcote, is just one of the

Scottish Highlands.

exceptional gardens of this region.

RELIGION & PILGRIMAGE

We can organise link-ups with sister churches from
around Europe, and given sufficient warning, audiences
with the Pope and other important religious figures.
Inevitably a tour with a religious theme will also
include visits to some of Europe’s finest architectural
accomplishments such as St Paul’s cathedral in London

RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS
AND ANNIVERSARIES
Similarly, tours can incorporate great religious events
such as the Pope’s Easter Sunday blessing at St Peter’s
Basilica in Rome, milestones such as the ten-yearly
Oberammergau passion play or commermoration of the

and St Peter’s, Rome.

anniversaries of important religious figures.

PILGRIMAGES

RELIGIOUS RETREATS

Most of the main pilgrimage sites are located in Europe.

Sometimes, groups do not come to tour but instead to

Some of these sites have attracted visitors for over 1000

enjoy prolonged periods of calm and tranquillity allowing

years. Many of them still attract pilgrims from all over

time for religious contemplation or study.

OVER THE YEARS, WE HAVE OPERATED

the world in large numbers. Some of the lesser-known

TOURS FOR MANY DIFFERENT RELIGIOUS

shrines and pilgrimage sites may also form the basis of

Europe provides many such opportunities for a spiritual

DENOMINATIONS AND GROUPS.

interesting ‘off the beaten track’ itineraries.

retreat, often in locations that are both beautiful and

These can feature visits to the main religious centres,
significant historic sites and places of pilgrimage.

remote such as the Scottish Island of Iona.

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF…
Many very successful tours have followed in the steps of
important religious leaders and teachers such as Martin
Luther, John Wesley and Joan of Arc.

STUDENT TOURS

Finding the right balance between leisure and learning is

Europe provides some great cultural centres of learning

crucial to creating the right environment for students to

such as the Renaissance capitals of Florence and Venice,

thrive.

the medieval University towns of Oxford and Cambridge,
Shakespeare’s birth-place and the music cities of Vienna

It is important to get the mix of service right.

and Salzburg.

Combining the most suitable accommodation, transport,
sightseeing, educational activities and meals is key to

There are so many cultural and educational highlights

success!

capable of contributing to a truly inspiring and
memorable student travel experience.

Above all, we believe an important part of creating the
right atmosphere is down to the selection of tour guides.
We make a priority of establishing good contacts with
highly professional guides, who fully understand the

TRAVEL IS A GREAT WAY TO BROADEN THE
MIND!

dynamics of student travel.
We realise too that price is often a key issue when it

For many students, their first experience of another

comes to arranging tours for students and we strive to

country is through an educational tour.

make our student packages as competitive as possible.

Often there is so much new to absorb, the experience can

We will be pleased to research extensively on your behalf

be overwhelming.

in order to achieve the value-for-money solution that you
are looking for.

WHAT WE CAN PROVIDE
•
•
•
•
•

HOMESTAYS
WORKSHOPS & MASTERCLASSES
LECTURES/SEMINARS
FOREIGN LANGUAGE LESSONS
THEMED GUIDED TOURS

HOBBIES AND CRAFTS

Perhaps there will be a defined travel objective, visiting

OUR AIM IS TO MAKE THE EXPERIENCE AS

the natural ‘home’ of a chosen activity, for example a

‘HANDS ON’ AS POSSIBLE WITH THE CHANCE

special form of a handicraft that originated in certain

TO PARTICIPATE ACTIVELY AND ENJOY A LIVELY

countries or regions.
Alternatively, there may be a unique opportunity to visit
and learn alongside skilled practitioners of an art or craft,
by visiting a school, academy or training centre; perhaps
a one or two-day course to share enthusiasm and
experiences through a varied programme of visits,
individually tailored to suit their special interests.

EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION.
Many travellers gain a lot of personal fulfilment through
this kind of experiential travel. In order to create the right
conditions for this to take place we know the ground
work that has to be done.
We undertake to make sure the right contacts are made
and the appropriate visits arranged.

OUR TOURS INCLUDE
MANY PEOPLE HAVE A PARTICULAR HOBBY
OR LEISURE ACTIVITY, WHICH THEY ENJOY AT
HOME
Travelling abroad with a group of like-minded people,
finding out how a particular hobby is practiced in a
completely new environment and culture can be a
rewarding and novel experience.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

POTTERY
WINE-TASTING
GASTRONOMY
QULIT MAKING
HORSE-RIDING
THEATRE-GOING
PAINTING
TV/FILM

CONFERENCE INCENTIVE
AND MOTIVATION

We know from the experience of dealing with high
are required in the MICE travel sector.
Our team of travel experts plan meticulously so that
you can be assured that your clients will experience a
trouble-free event or conference.
Every effort is made to find the accommodation,
venues and activities that will meet you and your client’s
expectations.
We can also assist in providing creative input and ideas

PATHFINDERS CORPORATE SERVICES
SPECIALISE IN PROVIDING A FULL
DESTINATION MANAGEMENT SERVICE FOR
COMPANY MOTIVATION SCHEMES,
INCENTIVE TRAVEL, EXECUTIVE MEETINGS AND
CONFERENCES.
Organisations we have dealt with in the past include
Citibank, Reebok, Honda and New Holland / DAF.

CORPORATE SERVICES

profile corporate accounts the exacting standards that

to make that corporate event or incentive trip a unique
experience that will stand out from the crowd.
Our experienced team of consultants will be available to
assist you at all stages of the planning and execution of
the operation.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

VENUE SEARCH AND SELECTION
TRANSPORTATION AND LOGISTICS
CREATIVE EVENT AND ITINERARY PLANNING
SITE INSPECTION VISITS
EVENT STAFFING
CONFERENCE PLANNING AND PRODUCTION
DELEGATE HOSTING AND PRODUCTION
OPERATIONAL SUPPORT AND SERVICES
PRE AND POST TOURS

AGRICULTURAL TOURS

ONE SECTOR WITH WHICH WE HAVE A
GREAT DEAL OF EXPERIENCE IS FARMING AND

STUDY & TECHNICAL TOURS

PATHFINDERS ALSO HAVE A WIDE RANGE OF
SPECIALIST SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE IN A

AGRICULTURE.

NUMBER OF OTHER KEY INDUSTRY SECTORS.

Pathfinders have been providing travel services for the

Our travel industry experience combined with this

farming community for over 70 years. A Knowledge

specialised knowledge means that we possess the

of modern agricultural practices throughout Europe,

unique skills in setting up and a range of technical

together with a large network of agricultural contacts in

study tours for businesses, students and professional

most major European countries, means that we can put

organisations.

together highly sophisticated agricultural tours.
Tours may concentrate on a specific sector such as dairy
or beef farming, or even a single animal breed or crop,
although many tours are geared towards rural
sightseeing in general.

•
•
•
•
•
•

TOUR GUIDES WITH SPECIALIST
AGRICULTURAL KNOWLEDGE
FARM VISITS AND FARM STAYS
FACTORY TOURS AND SITE VISITS
LECTURES/SEMINARS AND INDUSTRY
REPRESENTATIVES AND TRADE BODIES
TRADE SHOWS/EVENTS
PRODUCT DEMONSTRATIONS

11 TRINITY LANE,
CHELTENHAM, GL52 2NT
TEL: +44 (0)1242 515712
US Toll Free: 1-877 7536 386
EMAIL: office@stita.co.uk

PATHFINDERS.CO.UK

